
FASTING: PRACTICALITIES AND TYPES OF FASTING 

 
Fasting is a spiritual discipline that helps us set aside distractions and intentionally seek God 
through prayer, worship, repentance, and His Word. The purpose of fasting is not simply to go 
without food, but to draw closer to God and become more attentive to His leading. 

1. PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR FASTING 

1. Start gradually. 

If you have never fasted before, or if it has been a long time since you last fasted, start with a 
shorter period, such as skipping one meal or fasting for part of a day. Allow yourself time to 
learn and grow in this spiritual discipline. 

2. Consider your health and medical circumstances. 

Your health and medical needs should always be taken into consideration before beginning 
a fast. If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, have diabetes or another medical condition, take 
medication, or have a history of eating disorders, consult a healthcare professional before 
undertaking a food fast. 

Decide beforehand what your fast will involve. Will you only drink water? Will you include 
other fluids? Will you follow a partial fast that includes certain foods? 

Never assume that a water-only fast is safe simply because you are otherwise healthy. 
Prolonged fasting can carry significant health risks. Choose an approach that is appropriate 
for your circumstances, and seek medical guidance when necessary. 

3. Consider fasting from something other than food. 

Can you fast from something other than food? Yes. You may choose to set aside certain 
personal privileges, comforts, or distractions, such as social media, television, or other 
activities that compete for your attention. 

Although biblical fasting generally involved abstaining from food, setting aside distractions 
can also help you focus more intentionally on God. Be prayerful about your decision and 
consider what will help you grow spiritually during this time. 

4. Make prayer central to your fast. 

When you fast, intentionally use the time you would normally spend eating or engaging in a 
chosen activity to pray, worship, read Scripture, and seek God. 

Without this spiritual focus, a food fast can become little more than a diet. Fasting is not 
about earning God's favour; it is about humbling ourselves before Him and seeking His 
presence and direction. 

 

 



5. Adjust your physical activities. 

Consider how fasting may affect your energy levels and daily responsibilities. Avoid 
strenuous exercise, such as long-distance running or intense aerobic workouts, when 
undertaking a food fast, particularly if your food and fluid intake is restricted. 

Listen to your body, stay appropriately hydrated, and do not ignore symptoms such as 
dizziness, faintness, confusion, or severe weakness. Stop the fast and seek medical 
assistance if concerning symptoms develop. 

 

2. TYPES OF FASTING 

1. Corporate Fast 

Biblical references: Nehemiah 9; Acts 13:1–4; Acts 14:23. 

A corporate fast is undertaken by a group of believers, a congregation, or a community of 
faith. The purpose may be to seek God's guidance, pray for revival, repent, or intercede for a 
particular need. 

Corporate fasting provides an opportunity for the church to unite in prayer and seek God's 
direction together. 

2. Private Fast 

Biblical references: Daniel 10:2–3; Luke 4:1–2. 

A private fast is undertaken individually as a personal expression of devotion to God. It may 
be prompted by a desire to seek His guidance, deepen one's relationship with Him, or spend 
focused time in prayer. 

Private fasting should be approached with humility and sincerity, rather than as a way of 
drawing attention to oneself. 

3. Partial Fast 

Biblical reference: Daniel 10:2–3. 

A partial fast involves abstaining from certain foods while continuing to eat others. Daniel's 
example describes a period of mourning during which he abstained from rich foods, meat, 
and wine. 

A modern Daniel-style fast may involve eating vegetables, fruit, whole grains, legumes, and 
other simple plant-based foods for a specified period. The exact foods included can vary, so 
decide on your approach beforehand. 

A partial fast can be a helpful option for those who wish to practise food-related fasting 
while continuing to eat. 

 

 



4. Absolute Fast 

Biblical references: Esther 4:16; Acts 9:9. 

An absolute fast involves abstaining from both food and water. Scripture records exceptional 
occasions when people undertook such a fast for a limited period. 

An absolute fast can be medically dangerous and should not be undertaken without 
appropriate medical guidance. Going without water can quickly lead to dehydration and 
serious complications. This type of fast is not recommended as a routine spiritual practice. 

Note: In everyday church usage, the term “absolute fast” is sometimes used to mean no 
food but with water permitted. It is helpful to clarify the meaning before beginning any fast. 

 

3. PREPARING FOR A FAST 

Preparation involves both your spiritual life and your physical well-being. 

a) Prepare spiritually. 

Spend time in prayer, confessing sin and seeking God's forgiveness where necessary. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to reveal areas of your life that need attention. Remember that forgiveness 
and salvation are gifts of God's grace, not rewards earned through fasting. 

b) Begin with an expectant heart. 

Approach your fast with faith, humility, and an openness to God's leading. Set aside time to 
pray, read Scripture, worship, and listen to Him. Remember that the purpose of fasting is to 
seek God, not to force a particular outcome. 

c) Be prepared for spiritual challenges. 

You may experience distractions, discouragement, or difficulty maintaining your focus. Be 
intentional about your time with God and seek encouragement and prayer from trusted 
Christian friends or church leaders when needed. 

d) Seek medical advice when necessary. 

If you have a medical condition, take medication, or are unsure whether a particular fast is 
appropriate for you, speak to a healthcare professional before starting. Do not stop or 
change prescribed medication to accommodate a fast without medical advice. 

e) Prepare your body. 

If you regularly consume caffeine, gradually reducing your intake beforehand may help 
minimise withdrawal headaches. This is also the case with sugar. Eat balanced meals and 
maintain normal hydration before beginning. Avoid excessive eating in anticipation of the 
fast. 

 

 



f) Understand that your body may respond differently. 

Hunger, tiredness, and headaches can occur, but they should not automatically be regarded 
as necessary parts of fasting. Persistent or severe symptoms are not something you should 
simply endure as a spiritual test. Stop the fast and seek medical advice if you feel unwell. 

 

4. BREAKING YOUR FAST 

How you return to eating depends on the length and type of your fast. 

After a short fast, return to normal eating with a balanced meal and avoid overeating. 

After a prolonged fast, reintroducing food may require careful planning and medical supervision. 
Extended periods without food can increase the risk of refeeding syndrome, a potentially serious 
medical complication. Seek professional advice before resuming normal meals after a prolonged 
fast. 

Remember that ending a fast wisely is part of caring for the body God has entrusted to you. 

 

5. WHAT IF YOU STRUGGLE OR DO NOT COMPLETE YOUR FAST? 

Grace, not condemnation. 

What if you become too hungry, feel unwell, or are unable to complete the fast you planned? 

Do not respond with shame or condemnation. Your relationship with God does not depend on 
completing a fast perfectly. If you need to stop for health or other important reasons, do so without 
guilt. 

Fasting is not a competition, a way to prove your spirituality, or a means of earning God's favour. It is 
an opportunity to seek Him with a sincere heart. 

Return to prayer, (Do not stop praying even if you stopped fasting) reflect on what you have learned, 
and continue walking with Him in grace. 

“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” — James 4:8 

May your time of fasting be marked by prayer, humility, renewed faith, and a deeper desire to know 
God. 

 


