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BELIEVER
BAPTISM

WHAT WE BELIEVE

Getting baptised in water is the first step of obedience for a person who has committed
their life to Christ. Here is why: Jesus and the early church leaders commanded that all
believers must be baptised in water as a form of initiation into the adventure of following
Christ. See Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:37-38, and Acts 10:48. We do not get baptised because
we feel like it, but rather because we take Christ’s leadership seriously.

BAPTISMAL WATERS SYMBOLISES...

...A PRESS RELEASE.
Although choosing to follow
Christ is a deeply personal
decision, it is not a private
matter. Jesus instructed us to
go public with our choice
(Mark 8:38). Baptism is how we
visibly reflect what has
happened on the inside.

...A GRAVEYARD.

Romans 6:4 says that “we
were buried with Christ in
baptism”. Baptism reflects an
inward decision to die to ‘the
old you’ that rejected and
ignored Christ’s leadership

over your life. Baptism is a
break from your sinful past.

...A BATH.

In Acts 22:16 it says, “Get up,
be baptised and wash your
sins away, calling on his
name.” Baptism displays the
spiritual cleansing from the
guilt of sin that we have
received because of Jesus'
death.

...A MATERNITY WARD.
Baptism also reflects how we
were united with Christ in his
resurrection. We have a new
life. ‘If anyone is in Christ,
they are a new creation. The
old has gone, the new has
come.’ (2 Corinthians 5:17).
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FOUR COMMON MOTIVES CHRISTIANS
GIVE FOR NOT BEING BAPTISED.

“I was sprinkled as
an infant.”

Infant sprinkling is not what Jesus
speaks of when he says that we need
to get baptised. Infant sprinkling may
have been meaningful to the parents,

but it has no spiritual benefits in the
life of an infant according to the Bible.
Baptism in the Scriptures always, with
no exception, follows a person’s
choice to trust in Christ. Infants are
not capable of making this choice. If
you want to know more about this,
please refer to the document on this.

“I will do it when | feel
God telling me to do it”

We agree totally! But has not God already
told us to do it in the Scriptures? When we
wait for some personal message from
God to do it, we dangerously elevate our
own thoughts and emotions over what
God has spoken so clearly in his Word.
Isn’t that a kind of disobedience?
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“|I see my confirmation,
catechism, or some
other moment as my
public profession of
faith, and thus don’t
need to ‘duplicate’ this
with baptism.”

It is true that many believers stood up
in front of a congregation and made a
public profession of faith, often with
much intent and sincerity. While this
moment is often very meaningful and
God-honouring, it is not what Scripture
calls us to in terms of baptism. While
confirmation/catechism are a
membership moment in front of a
congregation, indicating that somebody
is ready and informed around the
matters of membership. Baptism is
something different - a profession of
having entrusted your life to Jesus and
becoming a believer.
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“l agree with what you're saying about believer’s baptism, but
my parents would be really upset if | got baptised again.”

Infant sprinkling is not what Jesus speaks of when he says that we need to get baptised.
Infant sprinkling may have been meaningful to the parents, but it has no spiritual benefits
in the life of an infant according to the Bible. Baptism in the Scriptures always, with no
exception, follows a person’s choice to trust in Christ. Infants are not capable of making
this choice. If you want to know more about this, please refer to the document on this.

GETTING BAPTISED

Once you have repented of your sins and At Beacon new believers sometimes

put your trust in Jesus to give you the gift choose to be baptised in or after a

of salvation, we suggest you speak to Sunday service, whilst others choose to
your LifeGroup leader or an Elder about invite friends and family and LifeGroup
getting baptised. It can happen members to an arranged moment.
anywhere, at any time, and any Christian

can baptise you. It is also a great Usually, before getting baptised, a person
opportunity to invite friends and family. should be prepared to give some basic

background to their coming-to-faith
story, simply as a helpful profession of
their faith commitment to Christ before
those present. This proclamation usually
includes: the circumstances leading to
faith, briefly describing the moment or
journey of placing faith in Jesus, and the
difference he’s already made to the
person being baptised. Most importantly,
however, this profession includes a clear
declaration of faith that Christ is the Lord
and king of the person’s life.
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WHAT MAKES A BAPTISM LEGITIMATE

For several reasons, people may wonder if their baptism was legitimate. Some wonder
because their baptism was such a long time ago. Others wonder because they had such
a long lapse of faith after their baptism. Others tend to confuse an important ‘coming of

age’ ceremony with baptism and wonder if it was or was not their baptism. So, what

then makes for a so-called legitimate baptism?

THERE ARE ESSENTIALLY ONLY 2 INGREDIENTS FOR A BAPTISM TO HAVE THE
BASICS OF WHAT SCRIPTURES DESCRIBES:

FIRST, faith in Christ. Baptism isn’t about
personal moral performance, but trust in
Christ as saviour and king - before much
or any transformation happens. One
should not get baptised by coercion or
social momentum, without faith in Jesus’
work on the cross. This does not mean
that a person has perfect understanding
of all the complexities of the gospel, but
rather genuine belief that Jesus is who he
says he is in his word and did what the
word says he did on the cross.

SECOND, submersion under water in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
As mentioned, sprinkling doesn’t seem to
do justice to the original word ‘baptizo’.

A real submersion by another believer
who baptises in the name of the Father
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit is the
second ingredient for baptism. Baptism is
legitimate when; a person is submerged*
under water because of their obedience
and faith in Christ, who he says heis in
his word, and that he did what the word
says he did on the cross.

One need not get baptised a second time
if the above two ingredients were
present. Rather, our baptism should be a
reminder of God’s covenant commitment
to his children, even when they doubt.
Once baptised, a person may have had a
lapse of faith at some time.

(*As a church we believe in, love, and are committed to doing full immersion baptisms, but the amount of water/ mode of baptism is not what makes the
baptism real. If someone gets baptised as an adult, after becoming a believer, and had water poured over them, this is still a form of baptism. It is not the
mode of baptism that is important, but rather a genuine faith which makes it spiritually significant.)
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This too should not serve as a reason for
a second baptism. Their baptism should
rather serve as a wonderful reminder of
the fact that it’s Christ’s faithfulness, and
not our faith, that saves us. When Christ
saves us by faith, we may wonder, doubt
or even run, but Christ remains faithful.

We need not get baptised again if we
were once saved, just like we ought not
to ask our parents to call us their kids;
even if we doubt them at times - our
identity remains.

IS BAPTISM A
PREREQUISITE FOR
MEMBERSHIP?

The short answer is no. However,
although baptism is not a prerequisite for
membership, at Beacon, we still see it as
vital to following Jesus and obeying his
word and commands therein. As leaders,
we will always teach and encourage all
followers of Jesus to get baptised in
obedience to Christ - even if they have
been following Christ for some time.
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ALTHOUGH BAPTISM IS NOT A
PREREQUISITE FOR MEMBERSHIP,
THERE ARE A FEW THINGS WORTH
NOTING:

1. THE JOURNEY. Beacon’s Elders will
always encourage and teach all
Christ followers to get baptised as
adult believers for as long as they are
members of the church. Despite the
meaningful moments of christening
and or confirmation that one may
have had, we will continue to
encourage this step.

2. THE WORD. Baptism is motivated by
obedience to Christ and his Word.
Therefore, the leadership finds
conviction for adult believer’s
baptism, not primarily in past
experiences or even positive
sentimental feelings, but from what
Christ has told us to do, and what he
has modelled to us. Therefore,
discussions with leaders on the topic
will never discard the significance
and meaning of previous
commitment experiences but will
always revert to finding conviction in
what Scripture teaches.
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3. THE ELDERS. Although baptism is
not a prerequisite for membership, it
does have implications for some
forms of leadership involvement
within Beacon. Because the word of
God is central to leadership unity and
vision in our church, and baptism is
central in Scripture, there will be
limitations to leadership involvement
for those unwilling to get baptised.
That will need to be worked out with
your congregational leadership team.
(This will be dealt with relationally
rather than with a form of generic
church policy.)
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